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P.R.C. Decree 1 i 1996 !
| » A\elZ T A -
o Sierra Leone
{The Public Eudgeting and Accounting Act | Short title. ‘
| (Amendment) Decree, 1996 . !

. Being a Decreetoamend the Public Budgeting and Accounting
Act to re-centralise the accounting system of Government. |

. ‘2
1 18th March, 1996] Daeof - i
- . Commencement.” -
PURSUANT to paragraph 3 of the Proclamation” entitled “The
‘Administration of Sierra Leone (National Provisional Ruling Council)
Proclamation, 19927, the National Provisional Ruling Council makes
and issues the following Decree—

-

1. The Public Budgeting and Accounting Act, 1992 (hereafter Amendment of ,,
referred to as “the principal Act”) is amended by the substitution for the ActNo. 1 of a
definition of the words “fiscal year” appearing in section 2 of the following 1992 .
definition-— ' : i
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. ]
(Amendment) Decree

~Amendment of

Act No. 1 of

1992

Section 3A
imnserted.

1]

Subsections (2)

and (3) of sec-
tion 9 repealed.

Section 10
replaced.

, “fiscal year” means a period of twelve monthg?
. extending from st January in one year 10 3lg
December of the same year”

2. Theprincipal Actis amended by the substitution for the words. ‘
“head of Department” wherever they occur of the words " vote conptroller’

3. The principal Actis amended by the insertion after section 3.
of the following new section — '

“Minister to 3A. ‘The Minister may, where he is satistied that it is
withdraw in the puplic interestor that the financial exigencies o
warran:. elc.
require suspend, withdraw or limit any warrant or
authorization issued or gn cn by him under this Act.”

4. The principal Actis amended by the repeal of subscctions (2)
and (3) of section 9. "

3. The principal Act is amended by the repeal and
replacement of section 10 with the following section —

“Duties of 10. (1) The Accountant-Genceral shall be

Accountant- responsible for — |
Generdl.

(a)  the compilaticn ol the accounts of the -

Government: and ‘

(b) the conduct of the business of the
Treasury,

and may for this purpose give generaliinstructions to
vote controllers not inconsistent with this Act or any
regulations or instructions issued under this Act.

. (2)  Without prqudxcu to subsection (1) the
Accountant-General shall —

(a) ensure that a proper system of
accounts is cstablished in every -f
Department and that all moneys
received by the Government are ||
brought to account promptly and ¥
properly: b
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(b)  refuse payment on any voucher —

(c)

. (d)

(e)

«
(i) which is wrong or deficientin
confents

(ii) which contravenes any
regulations, directions or
instructions properly made or
given under this Actorany other
enactment for the management
of public moncy,

(iil) which is 1o any way
unacceptable 1n support of a
. + .
charge on public funds:

report to the Minister in writing any
apparent defect in departmental
control of revenue, expenditure, cash
stamps, stores and other property of
the Government or any breach or
non-observance of financial
regulations, directions ot instructions
which may come or arc brought to
his notice; .
ensure as far as is practicable, that
adequate provision is-made for the
safe custody of public mongy, stamps,
gsecurities, revenues, counterfoil
receipts and other accountable
documents; and .

prevent as far as practicable the
occurrence of fraud, embezzlement
or carelessness by maintaining
efficient checks including SUIPrise
inspections”.
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~ ‘Secton 10A
“inserted.

‘Section 20

I replaced.

of the following new section — ‘
- Accountant- 10A. The Accountant-General shall in the
General to act perforinance of his duties under this Act, act i

5 6. Theprincipal Act is amended by the insertion after section 19

on directions

of Minister. » accordance with the general or spetific directions -

issued by the Minister”.
7. The principal Actis amended by the repeél and replacement |
of section 20 with the following section—

L}

el e Tl

‘Disbursement 20. (1) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the
from Conso- Consolidated Fund except under the authority of a
lidated Fund: warrant issued by the Minister addressed (do the
Accountant-General and no such warrant shall be
issued except —

(a) to meet expenditure that is charged
upon the Consolidated Fund by this
or any other enactment;

(b) where the issue of the moneys has
been authorised —

(i) by an Appropriation Act;

(i) by a supplementary estimate
approved by the National
Provisional Ruling Council;

(iii) by a Decree passed by the
- National Provisional Ruling
Council; or

(iv) by rules and regulations made
under this or any other enactment
in respect of trust moneys paid
into the Consolidated Fund.

(2) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any public fund ld
other than the Consolidated Fund and the Contingencies Fund unless the | °

]
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" jssue of thc moneys has been avthorised bw this Act or any other s

enactment.”

* .

8. The principal Actis amended by the repeal aind replacement Section 21

PO TN T

of section 2° with the following section — replaced.
. “Supptemen- 21, Where in the course of any financial year it is %
tar(jy o found that the sum appropriated for that financial year o '7 X*'s
estmates. forany purpose by an Appropriation Actis insufficient s
or thataneed has arisen for which no money has been =
approprialed, a supplementary estimate of the sum |
‘ required to meet the deficiency or such neéd, as the ;
r case may be, shall be laid before the National : .
Provisional Ruling Council and if approved shall be 1
included in a Supplemcntary Appropriation Act for (:
appropriation.” ' ?
: 9. Theprincipal Act is amended by the repeal of subsections (2) Subsections \
i and (5) of section 25. @ and (S of 7
X section 25 o

i repualcd

110, The principal Act is amended by the repeal and replacement Section 26

,Qf ‘c;iton 2§C>:w1th the following section — replaced. ‘

26. (1) TheMinistershallappointavote controller
in respect of each expenditure head. '

(2) 'The vote controiler shall control and be | s

~ accountable for the expenditure of money applied to o
the expenditure head by an Appropriation Actand for
all public moneys received, held or speat by or on

% b5 account of the department or service for Wthh the !
qn expenditure head provides.

{

!

|

(3) Thevotecontrollermay delegate the powers : ‘\

and duties conferred or imposed on him.to any public . - ) B
officer under his control and he shall give such ‘ : ‘
directions as may be necessary for the proper exercise H “
or performance of such powers and duties. '

(4) A votecontroller shall, if screquired by the . o
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Minister define the extent 10 whicli the powers and
duties conferred or imposed on himare beingexercised
or performed by a public officer under the vote
controller's control. "

(5) The delegation of any powers of duties
under subsection(3) shallnotrelieve the vote controller
of any persbnal accountability OT responsibility.

(6) Every vote controller shall comply with
any financial instructions or directions given by the
Minister or the Ac countant-General and any regulations
made undef this Act in respect of the custody and

+ handling of and the accounting for public money,
public. stores, stamps, investnents, seguritics or
negotiable instruments, whether the property of the
Government or on deposit with or entrusted o the
Government or to any public officer in his official
capacity or to any other person”.

Sectiond42a  11. The principal Actis amended by the insertion after section42 -
mserted. of the following new section —
“Establishient 424 (1) ‘The National Provisional Ruling
of special

Council may on the recomunendation of the Minister
establish a special fund and such special fund shall not
’ form part of the Consolidated Fund.

funds.

2) A special fund shall contain —

(a) money received by the Government | -§
from an international organization; |}’
. or

(b) moneys transferred from the
= Consolidated Fund. -

o (3) No money shall be withdrawn from i m
a special fund except under authority of a warrant ‘
issued by the Minister.

i
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(4) Atthecendof the financial year any monies .
remaining in a special fund shall not be paid into the
Consolidated F'und but shall he used for the purposes
for which the special fund was establigshed.

(5) The National Provisional Ruling Council
may, on the recommendation of the Minister close a

special fund. ..

(6)  Onthe closurc of aspecial fund all monies
remaining in the fund shall be paid-into the,
Consolidated FFund.

(7) The Minister may by regulations provide
for the administration of special funds.”

12.  The principal Actis amended by the repeal of subsection (2) Subsection(2)
. . of section 51
fSGCUOH 51, repealed.

i1 .13.  The principal Actis amended by the repeal and replacement iﬁi:&"c 35
.@gﬁéubs’ecti@on (1) of section 55 with the following subsecﬁtion —
55. (1) At the close of business of the last
public working day of each financial year allappropriations,
accounts. warrants and authorizations for expenditure shall
| lapse and all treasury cash accounts shall be balanced
off and no further cash disbursements shall be made.”

14.  The principal Act is amended by the substitution for the Subsection(l)

. . . of section 56
words “three months” appearing in subscction (1) of section 56 of the ,hended,
. s ¥

words “six months.’ ‘

15.  The principal Actis amended by the repeal of.subsection (2) subsection (2)
of section 56 of section 56

repealed.

16.  'The principal Act is amended by the insertion after section SCCUiO“i%A
msered.
56 of the following new section —

T e
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Sections G0 and 17.  The princip

62 repealed.

$Subsections (2) 18.

and (3) of
section 63
repealed.
section 92A
inserted.
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i e L
© TExeess 56A.  Ifatthecloseof accounts for any finangiy)
oxpendtare year it is found that moneys have been expended -

(q) onany expenditur vote i1 CXCCSS ¢

' the account appiopriated by a
Appropriation Act:

(b) ona purﬁose for which no mongy

have been voted and appropriated: ¢

(¢) on any sub-head of an expenditure
vole in excess of the sun assigned 0
e sub-head in the cstimates of
expenditure for the financial year for
whichno further sumhas been applicy
by means of virement,' :

the excess of the amount expended butnot appropriated
shall be included in a statement of expenditure it
excess which shall be submitted to the Natiom

Provisional Ruling Council.”
al Actis amended by the repeal of sections 60 an
62.
The principal Actis amended by the repeal of subsections (
and (3) of section 63.
19.  The principal Actis amended by the inscrtion after section Y
of the following new section -—
“Regulations. 92A. The Minister inay make reeulations for

carrying out the purposes of this Act.”

MADE AND IssUED this 42/t day of March, 1990.

BRIGADIER JULIUS MAADA BIC
Chairman, 7
National Provisional Ruling Council. :




